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BU LAUNCHES UK’S FIRST ONLINE COMMERCIAL RADIO SOUND ARCHIVE 

Press Launch: 12 December 2007, RadioCentre, Shaftesbury Avenue, London

The UK’s first online commercial sound archive featuring classic radio programmes broadcast on Independent Local Radio (ILR) during the 1980s is about to go live. The ‘Independent Local Radio Sharing Archive – the Felicity Wells Memorial Collection’ will be launched by internationally-acclaimed broadcaster, radio historian and academic, Professor Seàn Street, at the RadioCentre, London, on 12th December 2007.

The project, funded by the Arts and Humanities Council, was a partnership between the Centre for Broadcasting History Research at Bournemouth University, and the British Library Sound Archive. It contains broadcast material from local commercial radio stations during the 1980s, including Capital Radio, Piccadilly Radio, Radio Clyde, Red Rose Radio, LBC and 2CR. It demonstrates commercial radio’s programme policy and production methods during the period and as such provides a unique insight into commercial radio’s response to challenging issues during the era. Its preservation is crucial in acknowledging commercial radio’s contribution to Radio History – the archive includes documentaries such as ‘AIDS - The Facts’ (LBC, 1987, when the death toll in the UK was 300 people) and ‘Heroin - the Killing of Christopher’ (Mercia Sound, 1985) as well as plays, phone-ins and interviews. 

Project Director, Professor Seàn Street, who wrote the winning bid says "The ‘Independent Local Radio Sharing Archive – the Felicity Wells Memorial Collection’ is a unique online resource available for educational purposes and other non-commercial usage. It contains a wealth of material from the early days of commercial radio including music and speech-based features and documentaries. These were made by the local station and ‘shared’ across the rest of the UK independent radio network - a forerunner to syndicated programming”.

Professor Street continues “This is the end of a long road and the archive is only the first part of a three-part online project to make available UK Commercial Radio's history for educational purposes. In all of this we are grateful to our partners, the British Universities Film & Video Council (BUFVC) who have associated the catalogue information and content, and on whose site our collections will be hosted for future generations of radio scholars and historians."    

The archive is supported by the UK’s trade body for commercial radio. Commenting on the significance of the archive, Andrew Harrison, Chief Executive of RadioCentre said “The UK’s first online commercial radio sound archive is a fantastic resource which will enable schools, colleges, researchers and broadcasters themselves to access easily and listen to commercial radio programmes from the 1980s.  The archive has an abundance of programmes that capture the mood of the time and ensure commercial radio has its rightful place in broadcasting history.  We’re absolutely delighted that the archive is being launched at RadioCentre”.
Notes to Editors:
Members of the press are invited to attend the launch which will feature prominent people from the UK radio industry, past and present, available for interview. There will also be a demonstration of the archive.

6.30pm, Radio Centre, 77 Shaftesbury Avenue, London, W1D 5DU.

Professor Street is also available for ISDN interview prior to the launch, on Monday 10th December, 2007 from 2-5pm. Please contact the Press Office to book a timeslot.

Background information on the Archive
The ILR Programme Sharing Scheme was first set up in the early 1980s by the Independent Broadcasting Authority, and was subsequently administered until 1990 by the Association of Independent Radio contractors (AIRC). Both the content, and the way the Scheme operated, takes us into an almost forgotten period in UK Radio history, when the requirements of regulation dictated a range of programming not heard on today's stations. Producers on ILR stations from around the UK were invited to submit programmes to be shared with other companies, free of charge. The Scheme was reciprocal, creating a kinship between stations, brokered by the AIRC, under the hand and eye of the late Felicity Wells. Programme makers from around Britain benefited from Felicity's help and support, and as a result many national reputations were made from producers who would not otherwise have been able to share their work beyond their local areas. Felicity tragically died of Leukaemia in the mid 1990s, and it is in honour of her work that the Archive bears her name. 

About Seàn Street’s work
Professor Street is an academic expert in the field of radio history and specialises in the collection and preservation of sound archives. He is also a broadcaster of international standing and a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4 and Radio 3 programmes. His team is currently involved in projects to digitise the Southern Commercial Radio Archive held by the Wessex Film and Sound Archive at Hampshire Record Office, Winchester, which will be completed and online in 2008, (also funded by the AHRC) and the unique LBC/IRN Archive, the product of a JISC-funded project in excess of £760,000, which will become available from 2009. 
About RadioCentre

RadioCentre formed in July 2006 from the merger of the Radio Advertising Bureau (RAB) and the Commercial Radio Companies Association (CRCA). Its members consist of the overwhelming majority of UK Commercial Radio stations who fund the organisation.
The role of RadioCentre is to maintain and build a strong and successful Commercial Radio industry - both in terms of listening hours and revenues. As such, the RadioCentre operates in a number of areas including working with advertisers and their agencies, working with government, Ofcom and policy makers, and also stations themselves.
About the British Universities Film & Video Council (http://www.bufvc.ac.uk)
The BUFVC is the national representative body of universities and colleges in the UK which promotes the production, study and use of moving image, sound and related media in learning and research.  The BUFVC delivers, via its website, a range of specialist resources online including TVTip (TVTimes online 1955 - 1985), the Television and Radio Index for Learning and Teaching (more than 8.5 million records) and the British Universities Newsreel Database (170,000 records, plus 80,000 scripts and links to 40,000 newsfilm items).  The BUFVC, which is part funded by the Higher Education Funding Council for England via the Joint Information Systems Committee, will be preparing the online delivery of the IRN/LBC Archive and the Southern Commercial Radio Archive which will accompany the ILR Sharing Archive.
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